The correct admeasurement of the spleen has established the following facts with regard to the use of quinine in agues: 1st. It reduces the volume of the spleen not only when it is greatly, but even when moderately, enlarged. 2d. The diminution bears some proportion to the quantity of the medicine taken; and this effect may be produced in half an hour; the urine also becoming very bitter in a very short time. We have ourselves seen, in the wards of M. Bally, a case in which the spleen, projecting two inches beyond the ribs, became hardly perceptible the next day after a large dose of quinine had been taken. The effect produced by quinine upon tertians and quartans is proportionate to the reduction of the spleen; so that the disease is cured simultaneously with restoration of this viscus to its healthy dimensions. On the other hand, though the symptoms be arrested, they will be liable to recur as long as the spleen exceeds its proper size. As the spleen attains its greatest enlargement at an early period of the disease, it proves that it is not the paroxysms that produce the hypertrophy, but rather the enlarged organ [July, that maintains the disease. In the opinion of the author and M. Bally, no other remedy is so certain or energetic in agues as quinine; and its powers are equally remarkable in the ascites that results from long-continued disease of the spleen.
We had marked many passages for extraction connected with this novel and most interesting subject; but, as we find that we should exceed our limits were we to give them all in full, and we have already quoted sufficient to point out the author's views, we beg to refer our readers to the chapter itself upon the Spleen, which will amply repay them for its perusal.
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